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turbulent centuries. Four hundred years after its burial
in Penugonda, it was dismantled and thrown into an out-
house of Tipu Sultan's palace at Seringapatam. There it
was found after his death, and was hastily repaired and
adorned for the enthronement of the child Raja in 1799.

The structure is of figwood, overlaid with ivory.
Though these remain, it has since been transformed in
appearance, the ivory being now covered with gold and
silver figures and arabesques.

Let Krishna Raja Wadiyar III, that same child Raja
who added the adornments, describe it.

The DSvatanama-Kusumamanjari, written in 1859
by H.H. Krishna Raja Wadiyar III, thus describes the
Mysore throne:

' The throne is adorned with golden plantain posts and
golden mango leaves; has a bird set with jewels at the
top of the ... umbrella; is rendered charming by female
figures at the sides of the flight of steps; has pearl
tassels round the umbrella; has a tortoise seat; yalis on
two sides, and creepers on four sides. It has on the
east face elephants, on the south horses, on the west
infantry, and on the north chariots. It has Brahma on
the south, Siva on the north, and Vishnu in the
middle; has Vijaya and four other lions, two sarabhas
(mythical monsters), two horses, and four swans at
the angles. It is beautified by figures of the regents
of the directions and Naga nymphs; is decorated with
the svastika diagram and a pearl awning, and is open on
all sides/1

A Sanskrit inscription, on the gold umbrella of the
throne, contains 96 lines of rhetorical invocations and

* Mysore Archceological Report, 1918, p. 68.